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FOOTNOTES 

1. Wright Mills provided a specific set of  research recommendations, including inter alia adopting an attitude of 
playfulness towards language by looking for synonyms for all key terms under investigation, searching for 
comparisons in other cultures or in time, considering extremes (i.e. thinking of the opposite of the key terms under 
investigation), etc.  

2. Criticisms relate for instance to Habermas's apparent indifference to gender issues, his inflation of the idea of 
communication to all social relations, his inability to understand  the true nature of politics, his failure to address 
the problems of communicative incompetence engendered by the mass media, and the impotence exhibited by his 
theory for launching an ecological critique on industrialised societies.  
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3. This model was developed in the context of two projects; RISCOM I and RISCOM II.  The Swedish Nuclear 
Power Inspectorate (SKI) and the Swedish Radiation Protection Authority (SSI) sponsored the first project.  The 
second was sponsored by several nuclear related agencies in Sweden, France, UK, Finland and Czech Republic 
and carried out within the European Union Framework 5 Programme (RISCOM II web site: 
www.karintakonsult.se/RISCOM.htm).  The focus of these projects was on decision processes for the long-term 
management of nuclear waste. 

4. This means that any specific use of language that is not (primarily) intended to be discursive – e.g. a command, a 
play of words, a joke, a lie, or a strategic use of language – nevertheless could be raised to the level of discourse 
through systematic questioning. 

5. It is somewhat surprising to see that the partnership approach was described and evaluated by one of the 
researchers affiliated with the research group which developed this approach for NIRAS/ONDRAF on the basis of 
other sociological references, most notably Beck and Luhmann [14]. 

6. We do not want to suggest here that discussing technicalities with laypeople is pointless.  On the contrary, the 
Belgian partnership experience proved that laypeople can become very familiar with the proposed technologies.  
For instance, participants in MONA 'stretched' NIRAS/ONDRAF engineers with discussions about technical 
issues such as the tension in a concrete roof or about surface corrosion phenomena.  In the case of PaLoFF, this 
technical role was even more marked, since the location of old mine shafts, part of local knowledge, is crucial for 
ground stability. 

7. Not to mention the strategic importance of a successful resolution of the RWM issue for the nuclear sector.  For 
instance, the first 'success stories' with public involvement in RWM are already advanced as proof that the 
radwaste issue is tractable after all.  Tomihiro Taniguchi, deputy director general and head of nuclear safety and 
security at the International Atomic Energy Agency's (IAEA) – an organism which has always struggled with its 
dual role of being both a promotor of the peaceful application of nuclear power and a non-proliferation watchdog 
– reassured the nuclear community assembled at the 'International Conference on the Safety of Radioactive Waste 
Disposal' (Oct. 2005) that progress is being made on the radwaste issue.  He said experts agree disposal in 
geological repositories is the best and safest solution, but finding communities willing to accept a repository in 
their "backyard" has proved difficult.  But he also pointed to progress in Finland, where construction began in 
2003 on a potential repository site at Olkiluoto, and Sweden, now in the final stages of site selection, with plans to 
start construction around 2008.  Mr. Taniguchi called for the establishment and training of a group of 
communications experts whose job it would be to get the message about radioactive waste across to the public.  
Overall, the story was "positive" with progress being made.  "Soon, perhaps, radioactive waste will no longer be 
seen as an 'intractable' problem", Mr. Taniguchi concluded. (Source: NucNet No. 90, 17 October 2005, " 'Greater 
Effort' Needed to Inform Public on Repositories") 

 

 


