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FOOTNOTES

L Wright Mills provided a specific set of resear@tommendations, includirigter alia adopting an attitude of
playfulness towards language by looking for synosyfor all key terms under investigation, searchfog
comparisons in other cultures or in time, consitextremes (i.e. thinking of the opposite of tieg kerms under
investigation), etc.

2 Criticisms relate for instance to Habermas's apparelifference to gender issues, his inflationtioé idea of
communication to all social relations, his inakilib understand the true nature of politics, hitufe to address
the problems of communicative incompetence engexddey the mass media, and the impotence exhibitddsb
theory for launching an ecological critique on isttialised societies.
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This model was developed in the context of two gutg; RISCOM | and RISCOM II. The Swedish Nuclear
Power Inspectorate (SKI) and the Swedish Radid®@miection Authority (SSI) sponsored the first patj The
second was sponsored by several nuclear relatettiagein Sweden, France, UK, Finland and Czech Ripu
and carried out within the European Union Framewdsk Programme (RISCOM Il web site:
www.karintakonsult.se/RISCOM.h)m The focus of these projects was on decisiorgmses for the long-term
management of nuclear waste.

This means that any specific use of language thaot (primarily) intended to be discursive — eagommand, a
play of words, a joke, a lie, or a strategic uséaofjuage — nevertheless could be raised to thet téwdiscourse
through systematic questioning.

It is somewhat surprising to see that the partiersipproach was described and evaluated by ondef t
researchers affiliated with the research group wiieveloped this approach for NIRAS/ONDRAF on thsi$ of
other sociological references, most notably Beaklarhmann [14].

We do not want to suggest here that discussingntealities with laypeople is pointless. On the trary, the
Belgian partnership experience proved that laypeoph become very familiar with the proposed teldgies.

For instance, participants in MONA 'stretched' NERANDRAF engineers with discussions about technical
issues such as the tension in a concrete roof autaurface corrosion phenomena. In the case lobFg this
technical role was even more marked, since thditotaf old mine shafts, part of local knowledgecrucial for
ground stability.

Not to mention the strategic importance of a susfcésesolution of the RWM issue for the nucleactee For
instance, the first 'success stories' with pubtieolvement in RWM are already advanced as proof tha
radwaste issue is tractable after all. Tomihirmiachi, deputy director general and head of nuctefety and
security at the International Atomic Energy AgesdyAEA) — an organism which has always struggleth ts
dual role of being both a promotor of the peacafylication of nuclear power and a non-prolifenatwatchdog

— reassured the nuclear community assembled dnteenational Conference on the Safety of RadivadiVaste
Disposal' (Oct. 2005) that progress is being madehe radwaste issue. He said experts agree dispos
geological repositories is the best and safesttisolubut finding communities willing to accept epository in
their "backyard" has proved difficult. But he algointed to progress in Finland, where construcbegan in
2003 on a potential repository site at Olkiluotod &weden, now in the final stages of site selactidth plans to
start construction around 2008. Mr. Taniguchi eglifor the establishment and training of a group of
communications experts whose job it would be totgetmessage about radioactive waste across tputhlec.
Overall, the story was "positive" with progressrigemade. Soon, perhaps, radioactive waste will no longer be
seen as an 'intractable’ probl&nMr. Taniguchi concluded. (Source: NucNet No. 20,0ctober 2005, 'Greater
Effort' Needed to Inform Public on Repositot)es
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